


011 July 5, 1994, Dr. Brian D. Ray of the National Home Education
Research Institute (NHERI) released the most comprehensive report to date with
a focus on Canada. Entitled A Nationwide Study of Home Education in Canada:

Family Characteristics, Student Achievement, and Other Topics, the study exam-
ines demographics, motivation, and educational results experienced by families

who bypass traditional schooling options to teach their children in the home

environment.

INTIAL
RESULTS FROM
NATIONWIDE
SURVEY REVEAL
HIGH MARKS
FOR
HOME
SCHOOLING

Within the home-educating families surveyed, the findings indicate that the par-
ents generally have had more formal education than the national average. Family
income is somewhat lower than for similar families in Canada, and two-parent
families are the norm. Home schoolers have notably more children than the aver-
age Canadian family. While the families are predominantly Christian in world

view, a wide variety of religious preferences is evident.

The average age of the children in these home-educating families is just over
nine years, and they have had little experience in public or private schools. The
social activities of the children are quite varied, with the large majority experi-
encing significant activities with peers and adults outside of their families.

On standardized achievement tests, the home-schooled students perform at or
above the 76th percentile on national norms in terms of their reading, listening,
language, math, science, social studies, basic battery, and complete battery
scores. Many factors were examined for their relationship to the students’ acade-
mic performance; only a few are significant. Educational attainment of the
fathers is a weak predictor of reading and language scores, and the longer a child
has been home educated, the better his language score.
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